
 
 

The Compass: 
Encounter-Examine-Explore-Embrace God’s Word  

to  
Guide your Discipleship Path 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Sermon Series:  “What’s Next?  What the Bible Says about the Afterlife.” 

 

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus:  “What About Heaven? Part 1.”  

Various Texts. 

 

This Week’s Mark of Discipleship:  Tenacious Serenity (An increasing 

serenity that comes from our identity in Christ).    

______________________________________________________________

___________________ 
 

  Day #1--Monday, May 8th.  Read: Psalm 123; Matthew 6.19-21.  
Encounter:  God’s Word and your life—What do you Hear and/or See? 

 

As we mentioned during week one of our series, the theme of heaven and 

hell has repeatedly been a subject in popular music, movies, and literature.  

However, often our understanding of what heaven (and hell) is can be 

misunderstood.  Sometimes, even believers are not very excited about 

heaven, and focus instead on life on earth.  In large part this is caused by our 

having a faulty image of heaven – we don’t fully realize how desirable 

heaven is, and how much better it will be than the earth we know already.  A 

second factor that could reduce our interest in heaven is having a comfortable 

life in a reasonably nice location on earth.  Though the earth is a broken 

place with sickness, sadness, and suffering (“thorns and thistles-Genesis 3), it 

is all we know from personal experience.  Finally, and again, there are 

misconceptions about heaven from movies and artwork that are unappealing 

and wrong.  For example, heaven will not be white and colorless with angels 

floating on clouds; and we won’t have wings!  Actually, there is a lot of 

material in the Bible describing the reality of what heaven is and isn’t, how 



 
 

we can get to heaven, and how we should live until we get there.  It’s those 

realities of heaven that we will study this and next week. 

 

What is Heaven?  Consider… 

 

IT’S WHERE GOD LIVES AND RULES. 

Read Psalm 123:1.  What does this verse tell us about God’s role in heaven? 

 How does our perspective about life change when we view God as ruler 

of heaven? 

 Why can’t everyone who is good go to heaven? 

 

IT’S A REAL PLACE. 

According to Matthew 6:20, why are we instructed to store up treasures in 

heaven? 

 Why would God design a real place called heaven for us? 

 What might be some reasons God did not place heaven on earth? 

 How might the fact that heaven is a real and tangible place help us 

more readily embrace God’s plan for us? 

 How many times during a week do you think most people think of their 

possible afterlife in heaven?   

 

 Day #2--Tuesday, May 9th.   Read:  Matthew 25.31-46; Texts Cited 

Below.  Examine:  The Text and its Relationship to Other Passages. 

 

Today, we continue with our initial understanding of what Heaven is. 

IT’S DESIGNED FOR US! 

In Matthew 25:34, whom does it say the kingdom has been prepared for? 

 How wonderful that God created a kingdom for us after this earthly 

life!  What thoughts and feelings come to mind when you contemplate 

this? 

 

What does Ephesians 1:10 tell us about how God will bring people together 

in heaven? 

 When we think of coming together in heaven, how does that help with 

today’s challenges? 



 
 

 

Read Hebrews 13:14.  Where is our true home? 

 What might be a simple description of heaven to tell someone who isn’t 

a Christian? 

 How does our decision making and actions become impacted by the 

fact that God created us to live forever?  Do you think some people 

would be surprised to think of themselves as living forever? 

 

Consider/Reflect:  Worship is focusing on our relationship with God.  God 

created heaven for us when he created the universe.  It was in His plan from 

the beginning.  Today, thank God for creating a true and perfect home in 

heaven for His family.  Find a way this week to remind yourself of the home 

that awaits us so this wonderful but flawed earth doesn’t distract us from 

God’s plan. 

 

  Day #3--Wednesday, May 10th.  Read:  Psalm 53.  Explore:  The 

background to this text(s). 

One of the more common questions regarding heaven is, “Where is heaven?”  

And/or, “Why do we look up when we talk about heaven?”  The quick 

answer is that we do not know exactly where heaven is, at least spatially.  

What we know is this:  It’s out of this world!   Heaven is not a place on earth 

regardless of what the songs say!  One reason why we typically refer to 

heaven as “up,” is because the ancient Israelites divided the world into 

Heaven, Earth, Sea, and the Underworld.  Examine the graphic 



 
 

below:

 
Additionally, the Bible often describes God as “looking down” upon 

humankind.  For example, Psalm 53:2.  What is most important however is 

that God is involved in the human world even as He exists in heaven!     

 What are some ways we get caught up in our earthly home and forget 

to “seek God”? 

 How many angels do you think will live on your block in heaven?  

How excited are you to envision fellowship with your difficult relatives 

and friends in heaven, knowing they will have God-given personalities 

and a character like Jesus?   

 

Consider/Reflect:  We are called to serve others in love.  As God looks 

down from heaven, does he see us seeking Him in our actions?  Think about 

a serving opportunity you accepted.  What did you learn from these 

experiences? 

 

  Day #4--Thursday, May 11th.  Read: Texts Below.  Explore:  The 

Background to this Text. 



 
 

 

What is heaven like?  While the Bible does not tell us all we want to know 

about heaven, it does tell us what we need to know!  In heaven there will be 

no sickness, sadness, suffering, sin, or death.  We will experience reunion, 

rewards, responsibilities, rest, and rejoicing.  We’ll know, love, serve, share, 

and honor God. 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 2:9. What can those who love God expect? 

 Sometimes we try to figure everything out.  Why is it futile to try to 

figure out exactly what heaven will be like?  What is a better way to 

handle things?   

 

As members of the body of Christ we are called to lovingly support each 

other.  This life on earth has hard times, but heaven will be a perfect place.  

God is counting on us to support others during their challenging times on 

earth, showing love, kindness, concern, and caring in both words and actions.  

Whom do you need to show love to this week?  Take action and imagine 

God smiling from above! 

 

While many believe there is a heaven, some who believe this do not consider 

themselves Christians or even people of faith.  In a recent Pew Research poll, 

72% of Americans believe that heaven is a place for those who have done 

good things while on earth.  Is that how the Bible says we get to heaven?   

   

Read Romans 1:16-17.  What act of ours will make us ready for heaven? 

 How do we put our faith and trust in Christ?  What specifically must 

we do? 

 Rather than trusting God, what other choices have some people (you) 

made regarding where to place their trust? 

What is God’s promise to us in John 3:16? 

 Why would God choose such an extreme act of sacrificing his only 

Son?   

 Why do you think God loved the world so much? 



 
 

Consider/Reflect:  Sharing the “Good News” is our assigned task from God.  

This “Good News” is that through Jesus’ great sacrifice, eternal life is 

possible despite our sin and failures.  What Christians have in common with 

non-Christians is that we are broken, flawed people in need of a Savior who 

loves us in spite of our sin.  When we share our story and our lives with 

others about how Jesus has set us free, we are witnesses to the transforming 

power of the Gospel.  Take time this week to look at your life and consider 

examples of a testimony you could share with others.   

 

  Day #5-Friday, May 12th.   Read: Texts Below.—Embrace:  God and 

His guiding you through His Word. 

 

Of course, the promise of heaven, and being a Christian who has been given 

this promise, is not meant to be simply “eternal fire insurance;” a hope that 

has nothing to do with how we live our lives now!  How should we live now, 

knowing that we are going to heaven one day?  Since we have the promise of 

heaven, today we need not…: 

 

…BE DISTRACTED BY TEMPTATIONS. 

What warning do we receive in 1 Peter 2:11 regarding our visit here on 

earth?  Where is our real home? 

 What is the difference between “evil pleasures” of this world and 

enjoying the good things God gives us on earth? 

 What do you think your first thoughts might be after arriving in 

heaven? 

What does Hebrews 11:15-16 say about what lifestyle was given up and what 

lifestyle was chosen? 

 What are some “good” earthly things that can also be distracting 

temptations? 

 What keeps us from “living for heaven”? 

 

…BE DISCOURAGED BY TROUBLE. 

What reason does 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 give us for never giving up when we 

encounter troubles?  Where should we be focusing our sights in times of 

trouble? 



 
 

 What are some examples of how our troubles could be used for good? 

 What are some reasons why we fail to make more time for what matters 

most? 

 

Because of heaven, we can focus our energies on what will last!  What does 

Colossians 3:2 tell us to fill our thoughts with? 

 What is meant by “things that will last”? 

What is the “prize” described in Philippians 3:14, and why is it offered? 

 How can we learn to change our focus to the things that will last?  

What specific actions would help? 

 

Consider/Reflect:  Choosing a life that is “living for heaven” will take a step 

of maturity, discipline, and growth.  What temptations, troubles, and 

distractions in your life could be keeping you from focusing on the things 

that will last?  How can you redirect your focus? 

 

 Day #6--Saturday, May 13th.   Read: John 11.17-27.  Embrace:  God 

and His guiding you through His Word. 

 

Our hope of heaven, its reality and its way of getting there is in Jesus Christ 

alone!  In this story from John, Jesus raises His friend Lazarus from the dead.  

Waiting four day to do this was:   

 

…extremely important to those familiar with Jewish burial customs.  

The general belief was that the spirit of the deceased hovered around 

the body for three days in anticipation of some possible means of 

reentry into the body.  But on the third day it was believed that the 

body lost its color and the spirit was locked out.  Therefore the spirit 

was obliged to enter the chambers of Sheol (the place of the dead)… 

Resurrection and life were two related dimensions of Jesus’ 

proclamation.  Jesus clearly possesses the power of resurrection so that 

the one who believes in Jesus, even though he were to die, will 

experience that power of resurrection (“will live,” 11:25) in their dead 

bodies.  But beyond resurrection, Jesus is also life.1  

                                                 
1G.L. Borchert. John 12–21 (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2002).  



 
 

 

Jesus’ statement, “I Am the resurrection and the life” (11:25) is one of the 

great “I Am” (Greek: egō eimi) statements in Scripture.  Jesus is the power 

over life and death.  As E.A. Blum notes: 

   

This is the fifth of Jesus’ great “I am” revelations.  The Resurrection 

and the Life of the new Age is present right now because Jesus is the 

Lord of life (1:4).  Jesus’ words about life and death are seemingly 

paradoxical.  A believer’s death issues in new life.  In fact, the life of a 

believer is of such a quality that he will never die spiritually.  He has 

eternal life (3:16; 5:24; 10:28), and the end of physical life is only a 

sleep for his body until the resurrection unto life.  At death the spiritual 

part of a believer, his soul, goes to be with the Lord (cf. 2 Cor. 5:6, 8; 

Phil. 1:23).2 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “Everlasting life can be found in no one else but 

Jesus...Even those who die physically in faith will rise again to everlasting 

life.  Physical death is no obstacle to the resurrection. (See 1Cor 

15)…[Martin Luther wrote]:…“The cemetery or burial ground does not 

indicate a heap of the dead, but a field full of kernels, known as God’s 

kernels, which will verdantly blossom forth again and grow more beautifully 

than can be imagined” (Luther’s Works: American Edition (AE) 28:178).”3 

 

                                                 
2J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.).  The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 1985). 
3Quoted in, Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).  

 


